Reproductive outcome after 143 laparoscopic procedures for ectopic pregnancy.
To analyze reproductive outcome after laparoscopic procedures for ectopic pregnancy, with particular attention to laparoscopic salpingectomy. In a 260-physician multispecialty clinic in the rural upper midwestern United States, 143 patients were followed prospectively after undergoing laparoscopic procedures for ectopic pregnancy. Ninety-five who sought further pregnancies during the study period were analyzed for reproductive outcome. Intrauterine pregnancy rates were compared by age, parity, size of ectopic gestation, and evidence of prior tubal damage. Life table analysis was also performed. The overall intrauterine pregnancy rates for laparoscopic salpingostomy (60%) and laparoscopic salpingectomy (54%) were not significantly different from each other. However, intrauterine pregnancy rates differed significantly by history of prior tubal damage. The pregnancy rate was 79% among women without tubal damage and 42% among women with damage. Our intrauterine pregnancy rates after both laparoscopic salpingectomy and laparoscopic salpingostomy are similar to those reported in the literature for similar procedures performed at laparotomy. In predicting pregnancy outcome after laparoscopic procedures for ectopic pregnancy, the major variable seemed to be evidence of prior tubal damage. With no evidence of previous damage, we found similarly high pregnancy rates for laparoscopic salpingostomy and salpingectomy.